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For AIDS orphans, school is a lifeline

By hulie Bousthon

Kikera wechnically doesn’t  exisl.
Althowgh meore than HELUE people Hve
thine I||-.=;-:-::-'p|'r|||r||'rll il Kl'rll.:l clivis 1wl
officiadly acknovledps: thd [rESEnCE. Al
g, i this Maivodi shom, the pooplie make
dlovwithionan eleciricity, withoal running
witler, with raw sewage ranning throagh
thee slrests |iﬁ|t}: in tentative shacks, with
HIV/ALDS a plague upon them

In Kenya, i AIDS doesnt kil wou, it
geis vou some ceber way, perhaps by rele
gating vou to the ranks of the more thin
11 million AIDS orphans in Sub-Saharan
Africa, Kibera s teeming with them, ohil
dren lelt parentless, or with one parend
dead arvd the oiher dylng. IFthey e lucky,
extended family will take them in. b
thelr schoollng - assuming theyre In
s ool Inthe Hrst place - may be disrupl
ed or brought e a swdden end. Primary
sl 15 subsicized by the state, bt sec
cdlary selwal is not. and for Bamilies [y
g oan less than 31 per day. in absolute
poverty, continued education is a dream,
aml mayhe vt even that, A yvear of high
schod costs abowr BRO0 bt it might as
will b a million.

There are saore thean PO childien
of secomclary schoo age in Kibera; thres
cpaar ters of theam are mat in scleal an all
Last fall, thogh, 56 voung peopde regis
peresd at 51 Alwsins Goosga High Schel,
Frersin] i shesck an the ealpe of Kitwera ared
reachable by a boathridps crossing an open
sewer. Dpened in Janvary 2004, it is the
first Jesuit school of s kind in Africa,
probabdy the ondy one of its kind, period
This year, the schaol had 70 places for
freshimen and received 130 applications

It was not his
plam tostart a high
school, says Fr

lerry  Charlton,
st e coukint say
1] when
approadied by the
director ol ihe
Hands of Lowve
Society {HOLS),
an offshoat of the
Christian  Like
Loty far
which Clesrlven is narioal chaplain. HOLS
merbers had spomored 12 stwdents
abtensding a local school unril the cosis
bBecame prohibitive sl they decided o
ot heie s in Jarneary 20 Afrer four
JLLIES S Al eRpecls T meich |::d|:H-:'ir_':.'
of 420 students

“lewill be smiall ensugh theat vou can
have face recognition and meet special
needs,” said Chardton (ADR], including
counseling and general social support. He
called the school’s program “ecducation for
L. that will eguip students to engage In
ethical declsion-making.

e currleulism is rlgorous and follows
the British educatlonal sysiem In ihai

Fr. Tarry Charton
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The rooftops of Kibera, o sluem of S00,000 in Nairobi.

Lol | ] ] :|r||| CIImic 1||1|r|| A el -:|r iwir
el skills aned apritode driven. Soodems
take multiple classes in math, physics,
chemistey, Enslish grammar and livers
ture, husingss studies, azriculture, hisio
ry, geopraphy, Christlan religious educat ion
aned Saahili, which for most of them is one
of thres languages they speak, including
English and their lirst trital language

Al af their students, Charton said, ame
al learst " broadly Cheistlan,” and the coun
iry as a whaole & about 46 percent Chrlst
lan and Z3 percent Catliollc,

I order b be acoepted at St Al's, st
dents must lve in Blbera and recelve a
home visit by members of the schools stall
to confirm that they are destituie and have
lest o i bath [ESTEO PR AL, Mone of
the studlents, o Charlions kisvaledae, are
HIV- positive, although all are AL afTect
wl

Students attend olasses e W montls
ETT R AT, all bt |.u|.l.=l.|u'r o woek,
The sehool Feeds them breakfast six dans
sk and lumeh Tive, whiich coses alaan
FA0 e stwcdent per wesk, Books and uni
Towrms are Frese, The stisbent body bieaks
alerwrn o abst G0 percen gick, 4 perven
lews. Clendion -.=.n:|||:|ir||'-:| it I||-.=.'||'|'|'||
tane policy at lirst fvored girls “because
girks are disadvantaged” even more so than
bays i Kibera, bt they've found that by
aocepting only the best students, the GO
split has remained constant

The tearbers at St Als worked on ol
wiary besls the st year: this vear, they
are being pald abour 75 percent what they
wold recelye & a governmem-sponsoed
schiool, “and the government scale Is mod

et by any mesaes, said Charlion
Theeve awe corvently ighi Pull- time instiru
e e e pear £-time, A he stilent boddy
grows, 5o will r|u-f:n:n|r]

Charlion, wha transcribed from the
Chicags Provinee in 1993, originally went
to Africa in 1990 because the Church was
growwing there, be said, amd be had an
expertise in theakegy and spiritualite, When
the klea of going was presented, *| sponta
necashy sakd Veell, Lean do that, amd | had
never thought of helng a misslonary, he
skl with a laugh. noting that the lesults
have only been In Kenya since the late
1970s: It was the last place they went In
Alrica He started out teaching systematk
thealogy at Hekima College in Malrobl,

His e there is splic ameng his coim
mitinent o S5t Als, and his job as esclesi
astical assistamt for the Christian Life
Comenunities in Kerwaamd director of the
CLE aidi Centre for lgistian Spiriualiny
at Lovela Howse. ol which e i=.I:|:u':-\.I1|:l.=.|'i.
or. Every thress years he akess (e manths
e rebuerrn oo ke Dvitesd Seates:, buat s el
by all swanation time. Clerdion b basen i
el alwnnt seekivg the ES00 000 i will vake:
fox bkl thee new soruciure 56 AL s plan
i Fow the geowing schood The Chicapn
Provinee has been especially generous to
the school, providing start-up funds

Because thi schioal keeps growing every
yeir and the senior class will scon be ook
ing bor the meat step beyonid high schoal,
Charlion has begun investigating their
options, Government universities are sig
niflcantly subskdized in Kenya, but even
with subshdies and koans, & student might
stlll tie called upon io pay 3500 for lodging

vy v
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anwh bsibs, “We really bive o lowsk an than 7
b said, Yoo cant do moech with a sec
arndary education, there as ere”

Fat ey il Fined a8 mr_\_-.',n:l[l|r'h T % e
tain. “We certainty have a desire to help our
stuclents po forward. (therwise, we'ne doing
them am injustice,

Fror meeye frfeumnation, cantact Chardton
it Charlm®clokenya.ong
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